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! INFRASTRUCTURE: New gravesite to operate for next 30 years

New cemetery 3|te proposed

SHIRLEY LIN Today staff

Ken Ball, interim manager at parks, recreation and culture with the municipality, explains the proposed
site for the new cemetery at the open house Monday.
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" Real Martin Lands

“deemed the most suitable choice

for a new cemetery due to its
location and physical attributes.
Access to the area, its soil con-
ditions, and a potential for a
parkland, were part of the eight
to 10 criteria required for a new

gravesite that Real Martin Lands

. seemed best fitted, said Heidi

Redman, -landscape -architect
with  LEEDS :+ /Associates: that's
leading the planning and design.

The 10-acre proposed site is
just west of Real Martin Drive in
Thickwood.

"Looking at all of those (fac-
tors), Real Martins seem to be the
best with all of those," she said
during the open-house Monday
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CONNOLLY PATRICK DAVIS,
a7lb., 15 oz. baby boy, was born
Dec. 31, 2010 in Edmonton to
proud parents Luke and
Vanessa Davis.

night.

The new gravesite will be built
to operate for the next 30 years. A
cemetery is also needed in Fort
Chipewyan.

The other potential sites con-
sidered were parcels in Parsons
Creek, west of Timberlea Field,
north of Conn Creek, Abrams
Land, Saprae Creek Estates, and
south of Highway 69.

The municipality is on a tight
timeline to build a new site as the
downtown cemetery on Biggs
Avenue is already full. Currently,
the only choice for burial in the
city is at the Abasand cemetery,
which has about a four-year win-
dow remaining.

Now that a site has been pro-
posed, there is still the issue of
getting that piece of crown land
from the government.

Although the date for con-
struction hasn't been set yet,
Redman says ideally they want it
to start by 2012.

About a total $7 million has
been budgeted for the building of
cemeteries region-wide, accord-
ing to the 2011 capital budget
report that lists the financial plan
of the municipality for 2012 to
2017.

‘Back in' January, municipal
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Two volunteers from the audlence are in a deep spell after braving to be hypnotized b
during the show at Father Mercredi high school Saturday, hosted by the Fort McMurr:
Girls Club. The volunteers, under hypnosis, were asked to "find their animal" at a zoo,
audience members. Throughout the show, the volunteers were hypnotized and awake
to perform funny acts: one thought she was a singing diva while another kept switchi

backwards.

council approved a new strategy

to deal with the issue, unani--

mously voting for a set of guiding
principles and practices for new
gravesites.

An open house for the public
was held January and soon after
the team began work with the
landscape architecture firm,
where several sites were selected
for consideration.

A market research survey was
conducted by the firm to see how

‘many residents plan to retire

here or use the local graveyards.
About 20% of residents expect to
retire in the area. The same per-
centage of people expect that
they or a family member will be
buried in the region. But that
number is even higher for long-
time residents (30%) and for

those planning to retire in the .

area (40%).

Those surveyed also expressed
interest in a green burial which
surprised planners, said
Redman.

"Green burial — we were sur-
prised to see the interest of those
we interviewed were so high.
Green burial takes place more in
a natural setting. So I think it
would be a natural fit to have the
option."

The Real Martin Lands area is
a site that can fit a parkland, an
idea the municipality has long
talked about, she added.

Now, the team will conduct
more geotechnical analysis of the
site to identify exactly which par-
cel in the area is best suited.
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JOHN JAMES SMITH, a 6 lb., 8oz
‘was born Sept. 27 at Northern Ligh
Health Centre to proud parents Pau
Smith. He is welcomed by siblmgs
Kendall ;




