City of New Westminster, BC (2008 - 2009)

HYACK SPIRIT SQUARE REDESIGN

Surrounded by historic buildings and serving as the
main point of pedestrian access to the riverfront,
Hyack Square had long functioned as a unique
and important community crossroad and meeting
place. In recent years, as consumer tastes, working
environments and residential preferences evolved
and pedestrian and vehicle circulation patterns
changed - so too had the “energy” in and around
the square. This, transition included increased crime
in the area and required an urban design that
would incorporate leading edge design and crime
prevention strategies to creafte a functional and
safe space. In collaboration with Asymmetric Design
Works, LEES + Associates completed an design fo
revitalize this urban center.

The project included an analysis of circulation
patterns, a focus on design for public safety and the
creation of a unique four-season space tfo enhance
the daily life experience of neighborhood residents.
In recognition of the importance of community
gatherings, space for a broad array of celebrations
and festivals was created. The geometry and extent
of paved area for pedestrian circulation reflected
this intfent, as did the inclusion of space appropriate
for performances and events.
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